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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 



"W. M. Flinders Petrie. Egyptian Decorative Art. A Course of 
Lectures Delivered at the Royal Institution. 8vo., pp. vin-128. 
GL P. Putnam's Sons. 1895. 

This little volume is a valuable contribution to the history of de- 
corative art. It is limited, as indicated by the title, to Egyptian 
decorative art ; but inasmuch as the decorative types of Greece and 
Rome and of their successors may be traced in great measure to those 
of Egypt, the volume has more than a limited interest. The subject 
is treated under the general headings : Geometrical Decoration, Natu- 
ral Decoration, Structural Decoration and Symbolical Decoration ; 
within these lines there are many enlightening statements in re- 
gard to the history and development of various decorative motives. 
The two earlier chapters are longer than the others. The develop- 
ment of the spiral motive, from its simple forms upon early scarabs 
to the most complicated networks upon Egyptian ceilings, is treated 
with great insight. The fret patterns are shown to be modifications 
of corresponding spirals due to the influence of weaving. Under 
Natural Decoration are included feather patterns, one form of which 
is the so-called scale pattern, and the many forms derived from Egyp- 
tian flora. Mr. Petrie adopts the usual assumption that the papyrus 
figures largely in Egyptian decorative art, but fails to make clear that 
such is the case. Under Structufal Decoration, he offers an explana- 
tion for the somewhat puzzling lanceolate leaves which figure upon 
almost every Egyptian cornice. These he refers to palm branches, 
which were frequently left projecting from the top of wicker fences. 
These lectures are amply illustrated .by two hundred and twenty 
figured designs, in which the colors are indicated by means of the 
ordinary heraldic signs. It is unfortunate that, on the page entitled 
Abbreviations, the symbol for yellow is given incorrectly. On the 
same page is misspelled the name of Schuchhart, an abbreviation for 
which is given as Schuck. There are several irregularities of spelling, 
such as Gizeh and Ghizeh, Tahutmes and Tahutimes. Amenhotep 
appears once as Amenhetop. A. M. 
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